[Ring-valve abscess--a diagnostic challenge].
Infective endocarditis is a life-threatening disease which may be complicated by ring-valve abscess. Since this complication increases morbidity and mortality early diagnosis is important. Pericardial effusion complicating infective endocarditis is uncommon and should raise suspicion of the presence of an abscess. We describe 2 patients admitted for infective endocarditis and pericarditis. In both, ring-valve abscess was suspected on clinical grounds. At surgery there was pathological confirmation of the diagnosis. Both patients underwent successful aortic valve replacement with complete recovery. Controlled trials are providing increasing evidence for the superiority of transesophageal echocardiography in detecting valvular vegetations. Moreover, it is the most accurate means of detecting ring-valve abscess in cases of infective endocarditis. In view of these advantages, we propose the use of transesophageal echocardiography in every case of infective endocarditis.